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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

Successful preparation for both postsecondary education and employment requires learning the same rigorous English and 

mathematics content and skills. No longer do students planning to go to work after high school need a different and less rigorous 

curriculum than those planning to go to college. Under the new rule, all students are expected to complete a common set of 

requirements to earn a regular diploma. The new rule also specifies certain courses that all students must take – making rigorous 

content an expectation for all, not just some. 

Requirements in the new graduation rule are aligned with the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) for ELA and math, and the 

Georgia Performance Standards for science and social studies. Electives provide multiple opportunities for students to continue 

taking advanced coursework, academic support classes, or special interest courses, depending on the individual’s needs and goals. 

In addition, more students with disabilities will have the opportunity to earn a regular education diploma, thus enabling them to 

be employed or go on to postsecondary education. 

 

Polk School District 

Graduation Requirements 

For all Students who Entered Ninth Grade   

Incoming 2009-2010 Ninth Grade Students and Subsequent Years 

 
Areas of Study       Units Required 
English/Language Arts       4 

Mathematics        4 

Science         4 

Social Studies        3*  

 

CTAE and/or Modern Language and/or Fine Arts    3 

and/or Advanced Academic Pathway – three (3) in one Pathway 

(two (2) Modern Language courses are required for most college admissions) 

(four (4) content classes plus world language classes plus AP or IB plus  

1 post-secondary course in the content area for Advance Academic 

Pathway)  

 

Health and Physical Education      1 

Electives        4 

 

Total Units (minimum)       23  
*Whereas, the minimum requirement for Social Studies is three units of credit, Polk School District students will earn four units 

of credit. The minimum requirement is set for transfer students that have only earned the minimum ½ credit required in American 

Government/Civics and Economics by the Georgia Department of Education. 

 

 

PARTICIPATION IN GRADUATION EXERCISES 

 
Students must be eligible for one of the Secondary School Credentials in order to participate in a high school’s graduation 

exercises. Secondary School Credentials are: 

(1). The High School Diploma—the document awarded to students certifying that they have satisfied attendance requirements, 

unit requirements, and the state assessment requirements as referenced in Rule 16-3-1-.07. 

  (2). The Special Education (Program of Study) Diploma—the document awarded to students with disabilities assigned to a 

special education program who have not met the state assessment requirements referenced in Rule 160-3-1-.07 or who 

have not completed all of the requirements for a high school diploma but who have nevertheless completed their 

Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

 

 

IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS 

 

https://eboard.eboardsolutions.com/ePolicy/policy.aspx?PC=IHF(6)&Sch=4131&S=4131&RevNo=1.18&C=I&Z=P


Advanced Academic Pathway: An Advanced Academic Pathway may be earned in any of these four content areas: ELA, 

mathematics, science and/or social studies. A student has completed an Advanced Academic Pathway in ELA, mathematics, 

science, or social studies when the criteria described have been met: 4 content classes plus world language classes plus AP or IB 

plus 1 post-secondary course in the content area for Advance Academic Pathway.    

 

Career Pathway: Three elective units in a coherent sequence that includes rigorous content aligned with industry-related 

standards leading to college and work readiness in a focused area of student interest. 

 

Carnegie Unit: Our high school classes are set up on a year-long schedule earning a ½ unit of credit each semester for one full 

unit of credit at the end of the year. A student earns one unit of credit per class if he/she has a passing grade (70 or above) at the 

end of the semester for a class that meets one period each day and meets attendance requirements. Students are scheduled with the 

possibility of earning a minimum of seven (7) Carnegie units of credit per school year.  

 

Core Courses/Required Courses: Courses from English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, CTAE, Fine Art, Advanced 

Academic and Modern Language Pathway, and state required Health and Physical Education. 

 

CTAE: Georgia Career, Technical, and Agricultural Education—or CTAE— provides students with the high-quality education 

necessary to prepare for career opportunities in the Georgia economy. CTAE merges technologies and evolving employer 

expectations to develop a highly qualified, motivated, and reliable workforce. CTAE incorporates a challenging curriculum while 

expanding the scope to ensure that every Georgia student graduates from high school with the academic skills, hands-on 

experience in real work environments, and intensive career guidance required to succeed in college and/or employment. 

 

CTSO: Career-Technical Student Organization 

 

Elective Courses: Courses that a student may select beyond the core requirements to fulfill the total Carnegie unit requirements 

for graduation. 

 

End-of-Pathway Assessment: A comprehensive assessment of knowledge and skills learned during enrollment in a career 

pathway. Students who have completed a CTAE career pathway (or who are taking the third/final course in the career pathway) 

will take the End of Pathway Assessment with the opportunity to earn an industry credential.  Note: not all pathways have an End 

of Pathway Assessment. 

 

Final Exams: A comprehensive assessment of knowledge and skills learned during the enrollment in non-EOC academic and 

elective classes. This assessment will count as 20% of the students' final grade. Students are not allowed to re-test a final exam. 

 

GAFutures.org: www.GAFutures.org is an online, interactive tool that helps students make choices about careers, colleges, 

technical schools, and financial aid. It is a resource to help students and their families select a college, apply for admission, and 

plan to finance higher education. The mission of GAFutures is to: 1) increase access to postsecondary education in the state of 

Georgia, and 2) simplify the tasks and processes related to planning, applying and paying for higher education. GAFutures offers 

access to comprehensive information about colleges, universities, and technical colleges in Georgia. The site also enables 

students to apply for admission to each school listed.  

 

Georgia Milestones: (GMAP) are mandated for Algebra I, American Literature/Composition, Biology, and U.S. History. To earn 

credit for the course, the student’s final grade must be an average of 70 or higher with the EOC counting 20%. If students do not 

take the GMAP, they do not get credit for the course. 

  

Grading Period: The grading period is for the entire year, earning a ½ unit of credit each semester for one full unit of credit. The 

student’s progress in each class will be reported every four and a half weeks (4.5) weeks through progress reports.  

 

Graduation Ceremonies: Ceremony in which graduating seniors receive diplomas. This ceremony occurs at the end of each 

school year. All fines and fees must be paid in order to participate in these ceremonies. 

 

High School Diploma: Document awarded to students certifying that they have satisfied requirements of attendance, Carnegie 

units, and testing as specified by the State of Georgia and local Board of Education, including the specified Georgia Milestones 

End-of-Course tests. 

 

HOPE Scholarship: A unique scholarship opportunity for Georgia high school students. Because the State continues to toughen 

the standards and requirements for obtaining this scholarship, parents and students should check Georgia Student Finance 

Commission’s website (see www.GAFutures.org) for the most current information. 

 

Prerequisite Courses: Courses that must be passed in order to enroll in the next or subsequent course in a subject area. Courses 

with prerequisites are noted in the curriculum guide. 

http://www.gafutures.org/
http://www.gafutures.org/


 

PowerSchool: The student information system used by Polk School District for record maintenance. With passwords, parents can 

access certain areas of this program to view student grades, attendance and behavior records. 

 

Transcript: A written record of a student’s academic progress toward a diploma. Please allow for a 48-hour turn around after the 

written request has been submitted. 

 

YouScience: A program that measures of aptitudes and connect natural talent with in-demand careers. The program cuts through 

social noise and gender biases to create more equity and access – matching users to their best-fit careers and giving them the 

confidence and data to make informed decisions about their futures. 

Special Programs 
 

 

Advanced Academic Awards 

The Advanced Academic Awards are given to seniors who score a 1200 on the SAT or a 26 on the ACT and have taken 70% of 

their core academics in honors classes. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) 

The AP Program is a cooperative educational endeavor between secondary schools and colleges and universities. The Program 

provides motivated high school students with the opportunity to take college-level courses in a high school setting. Students who 

participate in Advanced Placement not only gain college-level skills, but in many cases they also earn college credit while they 

are still in high school. A reward for the rigor of these courses is five (5) points being added to the final grade, which shall not 

exceed a numerical grade of 105. 

 

Articulated Credit 

Articulated credit refers to credit that students are awarded by both the high school and the post-secondary institution when they 

have successfully completed identified academic and career related courses leading to a diploma, certificate or degree. Through 

an articulation agreement, institutions agree to aid in a seamless transition without repetition of coursework already mastered in 

high school. 

 

Credit Recovery 

Credit Recovery is designed to offer students an opportunity to recover credit lost due to course failure.  Credit Recovery is by no 

means a vehicle to gain credit by bypassing the regular class work and requirements. Credit is recovered through completion of 

the Odysseyware lessons, mastery of the test, and completion of any additional requirements of the course (such requirements 

could include a term paper or EOC if applicable). A score of 70 must be earned in order to meet the requirements to earn credit 

recovery. Credit Recovery allows the student to earn Carnegie units toward meeting graduation requirements. 

 

Dual Enrollment 

The Dual Enrollment program allows high school students to earn college credit while working on their high school diploma. A 

reward for the rigor of these courses is five (5) points being added to the final grade which shall not exceed the numerical grade 

of 105. 

  

Governor’s Honors 

The Governor's Honors Program is a six-week summer instructional program designed to provide intellectually gifted and 

artistically talented high school students challenging and enriching educational opportunities not usually available during the 

regular school year. Activities are designed to provide each participant with opportunities to acquire the skills, knowledge and 

attitudes to become independent, life-long learners. 

 

Honors Courses 

Honors courses are encouraged as a means of promoting superior capacity and achievement. Also, they enrich the education of 

the motivated student by providing learning experiences, which supplement basic programs. Students are recommended for these 

classes by teachers based on work performance and grades. Gifted and high achieving students in grades nine through twelve (9-

12) will be served in Honors and Advanced Placement courses. A reward for the rigor of these courses is two (2) points being 

added to the final grade, which shall not exceed the numerical grade of 102.  

 

 

 

Honor Graduates 

Honor graduates are graduating seniors who have at least an 89.5 cumulative average, and satisfy all graduation requirements. 

Late May will be the cut-off date for determining who is classified as an Honor Graduate. 

 



STAR Student     

Each year a top academic senior in each participating Georgia high school is named the STAR student for their respective high 

school. To obtain the STAR nomination, students must have the highest score on one national test date on the new Scholastic 

Assessment Test (SAT) taken through the December of their senior year and be in the top ten (10) percent or top ten (10) students 

of their class based on grade point average. Each high school STAR student is asked to name his/her STAR teacher. 

 

Top Five Distinction 

At the end of the year, the graduating class ranking is looked at to determine the top five students of each high school’s students. 

Students that have taken seventy percent of their core academics in honors courses and are ranked first through fifth are awarded 

the Top Five (5) Distinction. 

 

Valedictorian/Salutatorian 

For those students at the top of the ranking list, their GPAs will be calculated using only specific core academic classes (all 

classes which the state counts as a core academic class). Four (4) specific grades in each academic core area (including two 

foreign language classes) will be averaged numerically to determine the top two (2) Honor Graduates. This does not mandate that 

the Valedictorian and Salutatorian must have AP/DE courses, but it does reward students in contention for Valedictorian and 

Salutatorian if they do take AP/DE courses. *Students must be enrolled in the corresponding Polk School District high school for 

the last five (5) semesters of their high school career in order to be eligible for these two distinctions at their school. 

 

Virtual School 

The Georgia Virtual School Program offers online courses for students state-wide. Students can take an entire course from any 

Internet-connected computer, available 24 hours a day; seven days a week. Over 75 courses are offered during the fall, winter, 

and spring. More information and a complete listing of courses available can be found at gavirtualschool.org. 

 

Youth Apprenticeship 

Youth apprenticeship is a learning system that prepares students for work by giving them a combination of classroom instruction 

and paid on-the-job training. In this education model, students obtain a set of well-defined occupational abilities by learning 

concepts in the classroom and applications in a work setting. Students must make a connection with a post-secondary school in 

the career area such as: dual-enrollment, applying to the school, or contacting schools to form a plan for future enrollment. 

 

Work-based Learning: 

Work-based Learning programs are a vital component of students’ academic and career development. Preparing students for work 

integrates academic and occupational curriculum for a strong connection between school and work. Thus, work-based learning 

provides students with opportunities to receive the academic and occupational preparation that equips them with the necessary 

skills for obtaining employment and/or entering postsecondary education. 

Work-based Learning experiences expose students to various careers that can engage them in school to positively impact their 

future educational and career development. Such experiences emphasize that graduation and future educational pursuits are not 

only achievable, but for most careers, necessary in this global economy. 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES AND GRADING 
 

 The school year is divided into two (2) semesters. Each class is a year-long course, earning a ½ unit of credit each semester for 

one full unit of credit. (Dual Enrollment courses are subject to an alternate schedule.) 
 On average a student takes seven (7) classes each year. A student can earn seven (7) units of credit per year if all classes are 

passed. 
 A student takes four (4) core courses including one in each area of English, Math, Science, and Social Studies each year. Other 

classes are taken to meet the specific graduation requirements.  
 Four and a half (4.5) week progress grades are provided, and final grades and credits are earned at the end of each year, earning a 

½ unit of credit each semester for one full unit of credit.  
 The overall grade for the course, along with attendance requirements, determines whether or not credit is awarded. A final grade 

of ‘70’ or better is required for passing and earning credit for a course. The highest possible final grade for any course is “100,” 

with the exception of AP/Dual Enrollment capping at “105” and Honors capping at “102.” 
 If a student fails any required course, the student must do credit recovery or repeat the class until it is passed. A failing grade 

remains on the academic record and is included in the student’s overall Grade Point Average (GPA), unless a student completes 

the appropriate credit recovery program.  
 Individual teachers will provide a course syllabus with an outline of the course, classroom expectations, and a grading plan. 
 Georgia Milestones: (EOC) are mandated for Algebra I, American Literature/ Composition, Biology, and U.S. History. To earn 

credit for the course, the student’s final grade must be an average of 70 or higher with the EOC counting 20%. If students do not 

take theEOC, they do not get credit for the course. 
 All final exams, in all subject areas will count as 20% of the course grade Grading Policy IHA 

https://eboard.eboardsolutions.com/ePolicy/policy.aspx?PC=IHA&Sch=4131&S=4131&RevNo=2.06&C=I&Z=P


 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADING SCALE 

                 90 – 100               A 

                 80 – 89               B 

                 70 – 79               C 

                 Below 70                             F 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-Testing Procedures  

Polk School District Grades 9-12 

 

 
Retesting: All departments in both high schools have retesting opportunities for students. 

 

a. Students are allowed to retest one test per quarter, per subject. 
b. Retest can earn full credit. 
c. This retest policy does not include midterms, final exams, or benchmark assessments. 
d. Remediation is required from teacher or Directed Studies. 
e. If close to half or more of the class fails, the material is to be retaught and the test given again for full credit.  
f. Retest Policy does not apply to Advanced Placement (AP) or Dual Enrollment (DE) classes. Use of either is 

up to the discretion of the teacher per course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY 



 
Eligibility refers to a student’s good standing so that he/she may participate in high school athletics and other 

competitive activities, such as cheerleading and dramatic acting. Eligibility rules are governed by the Georgia High School 

Association (GHSA). Currently, all first time ninth graders are eligible to participate for the first semester. To maintain eligibility 

for second semester, a ninth grader must be passing at least five (5) of his or her classes and “be on track for graduation” 

(GHSA). Students completing at least one (1) year of high school must have passed at least five (5) courses in the previous year 

and be on track with accumulated credits.  

 

Anyone who has academic deficiencies at the end of a semester and needs to make up work is allowed to do so provided 

that make-up work for each semester is completed ten (10) school days after the close of each semester. 

 

According to GHSA rules, students must reside in the local school’s attendance area as established by the Board of 

Education. Students attending a school outside their home school’s attendance zone must sit out for one year before becoming 

eligible. 

 
NCAA Division I & II Eligibility Requirements: 

 
Division I: 2013 and Later 

If you enroll in a Division I college in 2013 or later and want to participate in athletics or receive and athletics scholarship during 

your first year, you must: 

 Graduate from high school; 
 Complete these 16 core courses; 

 Four (4) years of English 
 Three (3) years of math (Algebra I or higher) 
 Two (2) years of natural/physical science (including one (1) year of lab science if offered by you high school) 
 One (1) extra year of English, math, or natural/ physical science 
 Two (2) years of social science 
 Four (4) years of extra core courses (from any category above, or foreign language, or comparative 

religion/philosophy);  
 Earn a minimum required grade-point average as indicated on the sliding scale from NCAA in your NCAA core 

courses; and 
 Earn a combined SAT or ACT sum score that matches your core-course grade-point average and test score 

sliding scales from NCAA. 
  

If you enroll in a Division II college in 2013 or later and want to participate in athletics or receive and athletics scholarship 

during your first year, you must: 

• Graduate from high school; 
 Complete these 16 core courses; 

 Three (3) years of English 
 Two (2) years of math (Algebra I or higher) 
 Two (2) years of natural/physical science (including one (1) year of lab science if offered by you high school) 
 Three (3) extra year of English, math, or natural/ physical science 
 Two (2) years of social science 
 Four (4) years of extra core courses (from any category above, or foreign language, or comparative 

religion/philosophy);  
 Earn a minimum required 2.00 grade-point average; and 
 Earn a minimum SAT score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID 19 Update from NCAA (2021-2022) Students who initially enroll full time in a collegiate institution during 2021-22 

will receive an automatic initial-eligibility waiver in the academic certification process that provides the highest level of relief for 

which they are eligible, per the criteria below: 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

English courses emphasize all areas of language arts. English/Language Arts skills, including reading, writing, speaking, and 

vocabulary development, are foundations to success in high school. All students are required to complete four (4) units of 

English, including one (1) unit of American Literature/Composition and one (1) unit of Ninth Grade Literature/ Composition. 

 

 

Georgia Milestones: 
Students enrolled in American Literature/Composition are required to take a Georgia Milestones Test for that course.  The score 

will count 20% of the final course grade. 
(Four (4) units required) 

 

GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12 

9th Literature/Composition 

Or 

World Literature 

  

10th Literature/Comp.   

Or 

9th Grade Literature/ 

Comp 

Or 

AP Literature 

 

American 

Literature/Comp  

Or 

AP Language/Comp. 

Or 

AP Literature/Comp. 

British Literature/Comp.  

Or 

AP Literature/Comp. 

Or 

English 1101 – DE 

English 1102 – DE 

  

 

 

 

ENGLISH /LANGUAGE ARTS 

 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

9th Grade Literature/Composition      23.06100 
 

This course is a survey of world literature, with emphasis placed on the following genres: short stories, novels, drama, poetry, 

epic, and non-fiction. Students also study grammar through writing to improve their writing skills and their understanding of 

sentence structure. Frequent compositions help to improve communicative skills, thinking skills, and writing ability. Vocabulary 

words serve to enlarge the student's word base, while also assisting in reading comprehension. 

 

9th Grade Literature/Composition, Honors                 23.26100 # gifted   

          23.06100 # reg./adv.  
This course is a survey of world literature, with emphasis placed on the following genres: short stories, novels, drama, poetry, 

epic, and non-fiction. Students also study grammar through writing to improve their writing skills and their understanding of 

sentence structure. The course includes in-depth discussion of literature and literary analysis through frequent compositions to 

improve communicative skills, thinking skills, and writing ability. Vocabulary words serve to enlarge the student's word base, 

while also assisting in reading comprehension. This course is designed to prepare students for the rigor of AP English.   

 

World Literature        23.16300  

 
This course focuses on a study of world literature and informational texts; the students develop an understanding of chronological 

context and the relevance of period structures in literature within world cultures. A focus is to explore the ways the work’s place 

of origin affects its structure and how the chronology of a literary work affects its meaning. The students develop an 

understanding of literature as both a culture’s product and a culture-bearer. An exploration of commonalities and differences 

among works of literature from different times and places in the world is a major component. The students will read across the 

curriculum to develop academic and personal interests in different subjects.  

 

 

10th Grade Literature/Composition      23.06200 
 

This course is a survey of world literature, with emphasis placed on the following genres: short stories, novels, drama, poetry, and 

non-fiction. Students also study grammar through writing to improve their writing skills and their understanding of sentence 

structure. Frequent compositions help to improve communicative skills, thinking skills, and writing ability. Vocabulary study 



serves to enlarge the student's word base, while also assisting in reading comprehension. This course follows a college 

preparatory curriculum, which requires students to demonstrate a greater variety of thinking skills. 

 

 

10th Grade Literature/Composition, Honors     23.26200 # gifted   

          23.06200 # reg./adv.   
This course is a study of world literature that includes literary analysis and in-depth discussion. The study of grammar is included 

as it relates to the writing process, and vocabulary will focus on preparation for the verbal SAT. The objectives for 10th Grade 

English are covered, but in a challenging manner to give students a better perspective of the development of western literature 

and language. This course is designed to prepare students for the rigor of AP English. 

 
American Literature/Composition      23.05100  
 

This course is an overview of American literature. Major compositions will allow a student to demonstrate his/her understanding 

of the literature studied. Students will review grammar within each unit in order to improve composition writing. Vocabulary 

words will be assigned every week. Within each unit, objective grades will be given for a test, writing assignment, and/or project. 

This course follows a college preparatory curriculum, which requires students to demonstrate a greater variety of thinking skills.  
 NOTE: Students enrolled in American Literature are required to take the state-mandated Georgia Milestones for this course. 

 

 

British Literature/Composition      23.05200 
 

This course is an overview of English literature from the Anglo-Saxon times to the present. Major compositions will allow a 

student to demonstrate his/her understanding of the literature studied. Students will review grammar as needed in order to 

improve composition writing. Vocabulary words will be assigned every week. This course follows a college preparatory 

curriculum, which requires students to demonstrate a greater variety of thinking skills. 

 
Advanced Placement (AP) Literature/Composition    23.06500 
 

AP Literature and Composition is a challenging and demanding course consisting of an intense analysis of literary works or prose 

fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry. The student analyzes literary works and writes about them thus demonstrating competence 

in literary analysis and composition using literary terminology.  

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Language/Composition    23.05300 
 

AP Language and Composition conforms to the College Board recommendations for the Advanced Placement Language and 

Composition Examination. It emphasizes critical thinking, reading, and writing through the study and discussion of expository, 

analytical, and argumentative essays. This course stresses the connection between reading and writing mature prose. 

 
English ESOL I & II                              I: 23.09100   II: 23.09200     
 

ESOL I focuses on interpersonal communications, school and survival skills, through short responses within structured contexts 

and participation in simple conversations. It focuses on fundamental skills, such as basic grammar and vocabulary, in all four 

language areas: speaking, listening, reading, and writing. ESOL II integrates listening and speaking, reading and writing, 

grammar and usage. It uses all language skills to gain further knowledge of the U.S. culture in contextualized settings. It also 

emphasizes interpersonal communication     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MATHEMATICS 
 

As students begin their high school careers, they should carefully select their mathematics courses. This decision should consider 

their past performance in mathematics courses and their future goals, which could be greatly influenced by the math courses that 

they are able to complete during their high school career. In most instances, the skills learned in their math classes are a 

prerequisite for the next course. Therefore, it is necessary for students entering ninth grade to begin at an appropriate level, and to 

pass their math class each year in order to remain on target for graduation. 

 
 

 

Georgia Milestones: 
Students enrolled in certain courses will be required to take a Georgia Milestones Test as mandated by the state.  This testing will 

impact students enrolled in Algebra I. The score will count 20% of the final course grade. 

 
Math Sequence for Students entering Ninth Grade in 2015-2016 and 

Subsequent Years 
(Four (4) units required) 

 

GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12 

GSE Algebra I 

And/Or 

GSE Foundations of 

Algebra 

 

GSE Algebra I 

     Or 

GSE Geometry 

    

  

GSE Geometry 

Or 

GSE Algebra II 

Or 

Technical College 

Readiness Mathematics 

GSE Algebra II 

Or 

GSE Pre-Calculus 

Or 

Adv. Math. Decision Making 

Or 

AP Calculus  

Or 

Math 1111 – DE 

Math 1113/1127 – DE 

Or 

Technical College Readiness 

Mathematics 

 
MATHEMATICS 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
GSE Algebra I         27.29900 # gifted 

27.09900 # reg./adv. 
The fundamental purpose of Algebra is to formalize and extend the mathematics students learned in the middle grades. The 

critical areas, organized into units, deepen and extend understanding of linear relationships, in part by contrasting them with 

exponential phenomena, and in part by applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend. Coordinate Algebra uses algebra 

to deepen and extend understanding of geometric knowledge from prior grades. The final unit in the course ties together the 

algebraic and geometric ideas studied. The Mathematical Practice Standards apply throughout each course and, together with the 

content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their 

ability to make sense of problem situations. 
NOTE: Students enrolled in GSE Algebra I are required to take the state-mandated Georgia Milestones for this course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GSE Foundations of Algebra       27.14810 



 

The fundamental purpose of the Foundations of Algebra is a first year course option for students who have completed 

mathematics in grades six through eight (6-8) yet will need substantial support to bolster success in high school mathematics. The 

course is aimed at students who have reported low standardized test performance in prior grades and/or have demonstrated 

significant difficulties in previous mathematics classes. It provides opportunities to revisit and expand the understanding of 

foundational algebra concepts, will employ diagnostic means to offer focused interventions, and will incorporate varied 

instructional strategies to prepare students for required high school mathematics courses. The course will emphasize both algebra 

and numeracy in a variety of contexts including number sense, proportional reasoning, quantitative reasoning with functions, and 

solving equations and inequalities. 

 

GSE Geometry         27.29910 # gifted  

          27.09910 # reg./adv. 
The focus of Geometry on the coordinate plane is organized into six (6) critical areas. Transformations on the coordinate plane 

provide opportunities for the formal study of congruence and similarity. The study of similarity leads to an understanding of right 

triangle trigonometry and connects to quadratics through Pythagorean relationships. The study of circles uses similarity and 

congruence to develop basic theorems relating circles and lines.  The need for extending the set of rational numbers arises and 

real and complex numbers are introduced so that all quadratic equations can be solved. Quadratic expressions, equations, and 

functions are developed; comparing their characteristics and behavior to those of linear and exponential relationships from 

Coordinate Algebra. Circles return with their quadratic algebraic representations on the coordinate plane. The link between 

probability and data is explored through conditional probability.   
 

GSE Algebra II        27.29920 # gifted 

27.09920 # reg./adv. 

It is in Advanced Algebra that students pull together and apply the accumulation of learning that they have from their previous 

courses, with content grouped into six critical areas, organized into units. They apply methods from probability and statistics to 

draw inferences and conclusions from data. Students expand their repertoire of functions to include polynomial, rational, and 

radical functions. They expand their study of right triangle trigonometry to model periodic phenomena. And, finally, students 

bring together all of their experience with functions and geometry to create models and solve contextual problems. The 

Mathematical Practice Standards apply throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students 

experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem 

situation.      

 

GSE Pre-Calculus        27.29740 # gifted 

27.09740 # reg./adv. 

The purpose of Pre-Calculus is to focus on standards preparing students for a more intense study of mathematics.  The critical 

areas organized in eight (8) units delve deeper into content from previous courses. The study of circles and parabolas is extended 

to include other conics such as ellipses and hyperbolas. Trigonometric functions are introduced and developed to include 

inverses, general triangles and identities. Matrices provide an organizational structure in which to represent and solve complex 

problems. Students expand the concepts of complex numbers and the coordinate plant to represent and operate upon vectors. 

Probability rounds out the course using counting methods, including their use in making and evaluating decisions.  

 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus      27.27200 # gifted 

27.07200 # reg./adv. 

AP Calculus follows the College Board syllabus for the Advanced Placement Calculus Examination.  This course includes 

properties of functions and graphs, limits and continuity, and differential and integral calculus. 

 

 

Advanced Mathematical Decision Making     27.08500 
 

This is a course designed to follow the completion of Mathematics III or Accelerated Mathematics II. The course will give 

students further experiences with statistical information and summaries, methods of designing and conducting statistical studies, 

an opportunity to analyze various voting processes, modeling of data, basic financial decisions, and use network models for 

making informed decisions.  

 

Technical College Readiness Mathematics     27.09710 

 
Coordinate Algebra is the first course in a sequence of three high school courses designed to ensure career and college readiness. 

The course represents a discrete study of algebra with correlated statistics applications and a bridge to the second course through 

coordinate geometric topics. The fundamental purpose of Coordinate Algebra is to formalize and extend the mathematics that 



students learned in the middle grades. The critical areas, organized into units, deepen and extend understanding of linear 

relationships, in part by contrasting them with exponential phenomena, and in part by applying linear models to data that exhibit a 

linear trend. Coordinate Algebra uses algebra to deepen and extend understanding of geometric knowledge from prior grades. The 

final unit in the course ties together the algebraic and geometric ideas studied. The Mathematical Practice Standards apply 

throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent, 

useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
SCIENCE 

 

Science courses should be carefully selected to provide the best preparation for either future college courses or technical school 

courses. In an ever-changing society that is becoming technologically based, more and more careers depend upon a strong 

background in science.   

 

 
Georgia Milestones: 
Students enrolled in Biology or Honors Biology will be required to take a Georgia Milestones Test as mandated by the state. This 

testing will impact ninth grade students taking either of these courses. The score will count 20% of the final course grade. 

 

Science Sequence for Students entering Ninth Grade in 2015-2016 and 

Subsequent Years  
(Four (4) units required) 

 

GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12 

Biology 

Or 

Environmental Science 

Biology 

Or 

Chemistry 

 

Chemistry/Human Anatomy/ 

Environmental Science/Earth Systems 

Or 

Physics/Physical Science/ 

AP Biology 

Science Course NOT 

Previously Taken  

Or  

4th Science Course Option 

Or 

Chemistry 1211 – DE 

Chemistry 1212 - DE 

 

 

SCIENCE  

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
Physical Science        40.01100 
                                                                                                                                   40.21100 # reg./adv. 

Physical Science is defined as the study of matter and energy. This course is designed to introduce students to the basic concepts 

of Chemistry and Physics. The following Chemistry concepts will be covered: states of matter, chemical reactions, chemical 

bonding, solutions, and acids & bases. The Physics concepts will include: force, work, simple machines, electricity, magnetism, 

sound, and optics. Developing basic laboratory skills will also be an important part of this course. 

 

 
Biology          26.01200  
 

Biology is an in-depth course in biological principles that influence the lives of all living organisms. Students will first study 

general scientific and laboratory approaches to any lab based science course using the scientific method, metric system, and basic 

tools like the microscope with an emphasis on safety procedures. This is a required course, which must be passed to meet basic 

graduation requirements.   
NOTE: Students enrolled in Biology are required to take the state-mandated Georgia Milestones Test for this course. 

 

Biology, Honors           26.21200 # gifted  

          26.01200 # reg./adv.  

Biology is an in-depth course into biological principles that influence the lives of all living organisms. Students will first study 

general scientific and laboratory approaches to any lab based science course using the scientific method, metric system, and basic 

tools like the microscope with an emphasis on safety procedures. This is a required course, which must be passed to meet basic 

graduation requirements. This course is designed to prepare students for the rigor of AP Biology. 
NOTE: Students enrolled in Honors Biology are required to take the state-mandated Georgia Milestones Test for this course. 

 
Advanced Placement (AP) Biology      26.21400 # gifted 

26.01400 # reg./adv. 

The AP Biology course conforms to the College Board topics for the Advanced Placement Biology Examination.  There are four 

main ideas, which all coursework (both content and labs) will fall under: 



 Diversity & Unity of Life 
 How Organisms Use Energy to Grow, Reproduce, & Maintain Homeostasis 
 How Organisms Receive, Send, & Integrate Information for Essential Life Processes 
 Interactions Between Organisms & Populations  

 

Chemistry         40.05100 
 

Chemistry is an introduction to basic chemical principles with a strong laboratory component. This course is essential for students 

considering college level work in any scientific or technical field. Topics included in this course include chemical reactions and 

formulas, stoichiometry, the modern quantum mechanical view of the atom, the behavior of solutions, and the kinetic molecular 

theory. The course will emphasize problem solving and mastery of fundamental principles.  

 
Chemistry, Honors        40.25100 # for gifted  

          40.05100 # for reg./adv.  

Chemistry is an introduction to basic chemical principles with a strong laboratory component. This course is essential for students 

considering college level work in any scientific or technical field. Topics included in this course include chemical reactions and 

formulas, stoichiometry, the modern quantum mechanical view of the atom, the behavior of solutions, and the kinetic molecular 

theory. The course will emphasize problem solving and mastery of fundamental principles. This course is designed to prepare 

students for the rigor of an AP Science course. 

 
Human Anatomy and Physiology      26.07300 
 

Human Anatomy and Physiology covers science process skills and laboratory safety, body organization, chemistry of life, cells 

and tissues, homeostasis, skeletal system, muscular system, nervous system, endocrine system, circulatory system, respiratory 

system, digestive system, metabolism, urinary system, integumentary system, and reproduction system. The course also includes 

instruction in reference and resource skills. 

  

Physics          40.08100     
 

Physics continues student investigations of the physical sciences from earlier courses and provides students the necessary skills to 

be proficient in physics. This course includes more abstract concepts such as interactions of matter and energy, velocity, 

acceleration, force, energy, and momentum. Students investigate physics concepts through experience in laboratories using the 

processes of inquiry. This is a laboratory class with opportunities for students to explore and practice skills taught in class; 

therefore, students must be present in class, read the book and work problems at home, and bring the book and notebook to class 

to participate fully. The state and Polk County curriculum will be covered in this course with the text as the primary source of 

information. Other audiovisual techniques will be included to enhance learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honors Physics        40.28100 # for gifted 

40.08100 # for reg./adv.  

Physics continues student investigations of the physical sciences from earlier courses and provides students the 

necessary skills to be proficient in physics. This course includes more abstract concepts such as interactions of matter 

and energy, velocity, acceleration, force, energy, and momentum. Students investigate physics concepts through 

experience in laboratories using the processes of inquiry. This is a laboratory class with opportunities for students to 

explore and practice skills taught in class; therefore, students must be present in class, read the book and work 

problems at home, and bring the book and notebook to class to participate fully. The state and Polk County 

curriculum will be covered in this course with the text as the primary source of information. Other audiovisual 

techniques will be included to enhance learning.         

  

Fourth Science Options 

 

Earth Systems         40.06400 
 
Earth Systems Science is designed to continue student investigations that began in K-8 Earth Science and Life 
Science curricula and investigate the connections among Earth’s systems through Earth history. This course develops 



the explanations of phenomena fundamental to the sciences of geology and physical geography, including the early 
history of the Earth, plate tectonics, landform evolution, the Earth’s geologic record, weather and climate, and the 
history of life on Earth.  

 

Animal Science and Biotechnology      02.42100   

 

This course introduces scientific principles applied to the animal industry; covers reproduction, genetics, nutrition, 

technology, processing, and distribution of agricultural animal products. Classroom and laboratory activities are 

supplemented through supervised agricultural experiences and leadership programs and activities. 

 

General Horticulture and Plant Science      01.46100    

 

This course provides methods to produce, process, and market plants, shrubs, and trees used principally for 

ornamental, recreational, and aesthetic purposes and to establish, maintain, and manage horticultural enterprises. 

Classroom and laboratory activities are supplemented through supervised agricultural experiences and leadership 

programs and activities. 

 

Forest Science         03.45100  

 

This course provides entry-level skills for employment in the forest industry and for further study. The course covers 

establishing forests by natural and artificial means, maintaining and surveying forests, identifying and protecting 

trees, practicing silviculture, measuring trees and land, mapping, preparing for timber sales and harvest, employing 

multiple-use resource management, keeping records, and figuring taxes. Classroom and laboratory activities are 

supplemented through supervised agricultural experiences and leadership programs and activities. 

 

Essentials of Healthcare        25.44000   

 

Essentials of Healthcare is a course designed to provide an overall framework of basic skills utilized in the provision 

of direct client care. The core knowledge and skills developed are usually associated with the therapeutic and 

diagnostic healthcare career pathways noted nationally. Community First Aid and Basic Life Support techniques are 

expanded to include rescue skills for infants and children. The function and pathophysiology of each body system are 

evaluated. Vital Signs and advanced mathematics including the Apothecaries’ system used by physicians and other 

healthcare professionals are introduced. Students continue with the development of individual career portfolios 

utilizing postsecondary program research, employability skills, and/or work-based learning. Opportunities to 

participate in skills competitions locally, regionally, and nationally are provided by the vocational student co-

curricular organization - Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA).  
**Students that successfully complete this course will also receive credit for Human Anatomy and Physiology. 

 

 
Sports Medicine        25.44600  

 

Sports Medicine is the third course in the Therapeutic Services/Sports Medicine Career Pathway. The course is 

appropriate for students who wish to pursue a career in healthcare with a focus on the musculoskeletal system, injury 

assessment, injury prevention, or rehabilitation including careers in Sports Medicine and Rehabilitative Services. This 

course will enable students to receive initial exposure to therapeutic services skills and attitudes applicable to the 

healthcare industry. The concepts of anatomy and physiology, assessment, preventative and rehabilitative care are 

introduced. Fundamental healthcare skills development is initiated, including medical terminology, kinesiology, 

patient assessment, record keeping, and basic life support. The prerequisites for this course are Introduction to 

Healthcare and Essentials of Healthcare. Mastery of these standards through project-based learning, technical-skills 

practice, and leadership-development activities of the career and technical student organization will provide students 

with a competitive edge for entry into either the healthcare global marketplace or a post-secondary institution to 

pursue further education and training. 

 

Computer Science Principles        11.47100  

 



Computer Science (CS) Principles is an intellectually rich and engaging course that is focused on building a solid 

understanding and foundation in computer science. This course emphasizes the content, practices, thinking and skills 

central to the discipline of computer science. Through both its content and pedagogy, this course aims to appeal to a 

broad audience. The focus of this course will fall into these computational thinking practices: connecting computing, 

developing computational artifacts, abstracting, analyzing problems and artifacts, communicating, and collaborating. 

 

Programming, Games, Apps, and Society     11.47200  

 

The course is designed for high school students to strategize, design, and develop games and mobile and desktop 

applications that can be produced in the real world. Students will learn about life-cycles of project development and 

use models to develop applications. Attention will be placed on how user interfaces affect the usability and 

effectiveness of a game or an application. Programming constructs will be employed which will allow students’ 

applications to interact with “real world,” stimuli. The course exposes students to privacy, legality, and security 

considerations with regards to the software industry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SOCIAL STUDIES  
 

Social Studies classes are offered to give students knowledge that will help them be productive citizens in American society.  

Social studies classes give students an opportunity to explore the history, not only of our country, but also of the world and to use 

this knowledge to be active contributors in a society that is diverse and interdependent with other countries. 

 

 

Georgia Milestones: 
During their high school career, students enrolled in United States History will be required to take Georgia Milestones Test as 

mandated by the state. The score will count 20% of the final course grade. 

 
 (Four (4) units required) 

GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12 

American 

Government/Civics 

/World Geography 

World History 

Or 

US History/AP US History 

 

U. S. History 

Or 

AP U.S. History 

Or 

DE: 

History 2111 

Political Science 1101 

 

Economics/Personal Finance 

Or 

AP Economics 

 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
American Government/Civics       45.05700 
 
This course is an in-depth study of the American political system. This course focuses on the foundation, principles 
and structure of the American system of government, examines the role of political parties, social factors as they 
relate to the role of the citizen, and analyzes the decision-making process that are a part of the system of American 
political behavior. This course meets the state’s Citizenship requirement for graduation.  

 

American Government/Civics, Honors     45.25700 # gifted   

          45.05700 # reg./adv. 
This course is an in-depth study of the American political system. This course focuses on the foundation, principles 
and structure of the American system of government, examines the role of political parties, social factors as they 
relate to the role of the citizen, and analyzes the decision-making process that are a part of the system of American 
political behavior. This course meets the state’s Citizenship requirement for graduation. This course is designed to 
prepare students for the rigor of an AP Social Studies course.   

 

 

 

World History         45.08300 # reg. 

          45.28300 # gifted 

 

World History is a study of the development of man and the society through history, beginning with the earliest 

known humans to present day. Emphasis is placed on the major contribution of each region of the world and how 

these have helped to shape the world, as we know it. It allows the students to examine the social, economic, and 

political factors that have played a significant part in the shaping world civilizations.  Topics will include 

Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, Rome, Middle Ages, Renaissance, Reformation, Industrial revolution, turn of the 

century, and both World Wars. Areas of study include: development of civilizations, religion, culture, and 

government. 

 



World Geography        45.07110    
        

The world geography course provides students with an analytical view of how geographic factors have and continue 

to influence human behavior on the earth.  Students will examine how the physical and cultural geographic factors 

contribute to varying levels of cooperation within the major world regions. Additionally, students will examine the 

importance that political, environmental, and economic factors have in a region’s development.  

 

 

World Geography, Honors       45.07110 # reg. 

          45.27110 # gifted 

The world geography course provides students with an analytical view of how geographic factors have and continue 

to influence human behavior on the earth.  Students will examine how the physical and cultural geographic factors 

contribute to varying levels of cooperation within the major world regions. Additionally, students will examine the 

importance that political, environmental, and economic factors have in a region’s development. This course is 

designed to prepare students for the rigor of an AP Social Studies course.  

 

 

U.S. History         45.08100 

 

This course is a study of how the Unites States developed into the country that it is today politically, economically 

and socially. This course begins with the earliest exploration and settlement of North America and continues with the 

overview thorough contemporary times. Social studies skills such as information processing and problem solving will 

be learned in the context of the class. This is a required course for all students.   

NOTE: Students enrolled in U.S. History are required to take the state-mandated Georgia Milestones test. 

 

 

AP U.S. History        45.28200 # gifted 

45.08200 # reg./adv. 

AP U.S. History is an in-depth study of the history of the United States. Emphasis is placed on the development of the 

government of the United States and its Constitution to its role as a world leader in economics and military and a 

leader for democracy around the globe. This course is designed to help students gain the knowledge needed to pass 

not just the class, but also the national AP U.S. History exam.  If a student achieves both, he/she can gain college 

credit at certain colleges and universities. 

 

Economics         45.06100 

 

This course is designed to explain fundamental microeconomic concepts such as scarcity, opportunity cost, the 

Federal Reserve System, as well as macroeconomic concepts such as national income, price determination, and 

international finance. This is a required course for all students.  

 

 

AP Macroeconomics        45.26200 # gifted 

45.06200 # reg./adv. 

The purpose of this course is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an 

economic system as a whole. Such a course places particular emphasis on the study of national income and price 

determination, and also develops student’s familiarity with performance measures, economic growth, and 

international economics. This course is designed to help students gain the knowledge needed to pass not just the class, 

but also the national AP Macroeconomics exam. If a student achieves both, he/she can gain college credit at certain 

colleges and universities.  

 

 

Personal Financial Literacy       45.06700 

 

Financial literacy describes the skills needed for understanding the interactions of people with money and related 

matters.  The course is designed to help students develop that understanding by describing, analyzing, and evaluating 

many financial topics that most students will directly experience.   

 



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 

 
HEALTH  

 
Health          17.01100   
 
One semester of Health a graduation requirement for all students. Most of our students take this class in the 
ninth grade since it also provides the instruction for the Drug and Alcohol Awareness Program (ADAP) 
required for obtaining a driver’s license. This course explores the mental, physical and social aspects of life 
and how each contributes to total health and well being, as well as emphasizing safety, nutrition, mental 
health, substance abuse, prevention, disease prevention, environmental health, family life education, health 
careers, consumer health and community health. 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Note:  Students are required to dress out in all Physical Education classes. 

 
General Physical Education    I: 36.01100    II: 36.01200    III: 36.01300    IV: 36.01400

  

This course provides instruction in methods to attain a healthy level of physical fitness by covering how to 

develop a lifetime fitness program based on assessment, and it stresses strength, muscular endurance, 

flexibility, body composition, and cardiovascular endurance. Fitness principles, nutrition, fad diets, weight 

control, stress management, and responsibility for fitness are topics of study. Students are required to dress 

out. 

 

Personal Fitness        36.05100   

 

This one semester course is a graduation requirement for all students. The course provides instruction in 

methods to attain a healthy level of physical fitness by covering how to develop a lifetime fitness program 

based on assessment, and it stresses strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, body composition, and 

cardiovascular endurance. Fitness principles, nutrition, fad diets, weight control, stress management, and 

responsibility for fitness are topics of study. Students are required to dress out. 

 

Physical Conditioning (Year One)      36.05200 

 

This course provides opportunities to participate in a variety of activities to enhance flexibility, muscular 

strength and endurance, cardiovascular endurance and body composition. It includes fitness concepts for the 

development of healthy lifetime habits. 
 

 

Weight Training (Year Two)      36.05400 
 
This course is designed to instruct students in different methods of weight training and cardiovascular 
fitness. The student will be taught the proper techniques for lifting, safety precautions to be used, and the 
muscle groups that will be developed. 

 

Body Sculpting (Year Three)      36.05600 

 

This course provides methods to redefine body shape through specific exercises. Students will be taught 

weight training, conditioning exercises and proper nutrition to improve muscle tone, muscle definition, 

posture, bodily proportions, overall condition of the body and increase energy levels. This course is based 

on the American College of Sports Medicine guidelines for fitness and conditioning programs. 



 

Advanced Body Sculpting (Year Four)     36.06600 
 
This course provides additional opportunities to redefine body shape through specific exercises. It covers 
weight training, conditioning exercises and proper nutrition to improve muscle tone, muscle definition, 
posture, bodily proportions, and overall condition of the body and increase energy level. 

 

Adaptive Physical Education   I: 36.07100    II: 36.07200    III: 36.07300    IV: 36.07400 

 
These courses provide opportunities for students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPS) and in lieu 
of general physical education courses. The courses focus on any combination or variety of team sports, 
lifetime sports, individual sports or other activities relating to development of physical and motoric fitness 
or the appreciation of various athletic/sporting activities or events. The courses also provide basic methods 
to maintain healthy and active lifestyles. 
 
Advanced Physical Conditioning: Yoga     36.06200 
 

This course enhances cardiovascular endurance, flexibility, muscular strength and endurance and body 

composition. Emphasizes self-management and adherence strategies.  
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FINE ARTS 

 

Beginning Band       I: 53.03610    II: 53.03620    III: 53.03630     IV: 53.03640 

 
Provides opportunities to develop performance skills on a wind or percussion instrument. Emphasizes performance 

and production. May include analysis, historical and cultural influences, improvisation, and appreciation of music. 

Organizes objectives for self-paced progress. Stresses individual progress and group experiences. 

 

Intermediate Band        I: 53.03710    II: 53.03720    III: 53.03730     IV: 53.03740 

 
This performance-based class provides opportunities for intermediate-level performers to increase performance skills 

and precision on a wind or percussion instrument. Includes performance and production, analysis and theoretical 

studies, historical and cultural contributions and influences, creative aspects of music, and appreciation of music. 

Stresses individual progress and learning and group experiences. Strengthens reading skills.  Individual growth and 

achievement are encouraged through participation in adjudicated solo and ensemble festivals, district honor bands, 
and private lessons. Participation in concert performances outside of regular class hours is expected.  

 

Advanced Band        I: 53.03810    II: 53.03820    III: 53.03830     IV: 53.03840 

 
This performance-based class provides opportunities for advanced-level performers to increase, develop and refine performance skills and 

precision on a wind or percussion instrument. Covers performance and production, analysis and theoretical studies, historical and cultural 

contributions and influences, creative aspects of music, and appreciation of music at advanced levels of understanding. Organizes objectives for 

self-paced progress. Stresses individual progress and learning strategies, and ensemble experiences. Individual growth and achievement are 

encouraged through participation in adjudicated solo and ensemble festivals, district honor bands, and private lessons. Participation in concert 

performances outside of regular class hours is expected.  

 

Chorus       I: 54.02110    II: 54.02120    III: 54.02130    IV: 54.02170 

 
Provides opportunities to develop performance skills and knowledge in mixed choral singing. Covers performance 

and production, analysis and theoretical studies, historical and cultural contributions and influences, creative aspects 

of music and appreciation of music. Organizes objectives for self-paced progress through all four levels. Stresses 

individual progress and group experiences.  

 

Theatre Arts/Fundamentals       I: 52.02100    II: 52.02200    III: 52.02300    IV: 52.02400 

 
This course serves as an introduction to the theatre arts.  Students investigate theatre as a whole by exploring the 

techniques and origins of a wide variety of theatre arts in various cultures and periods. 

 

Theatre Arts/Musical Theatre        I: 52.03100    II: 52.03200    III: 52.03300   IV: 52.03400 

 
Introduces the style and characteristic elements of musical theater. Explores the mechanics of production, staging, 

voice, and dance. Explores the career opportunities available in musical theatre and offers opportunity for 

performance. 

 

Theatre Arts/Advanced Drama      I: 52.05100    II: 52.05200    III: 52.05300    IV: 52.05400 

 
Studies the artistic, technical, management, and performance elements of a live theatre production.  As a part of the 

planning, rehearsal, and performance, students assume positions of responsibility and demonstrate basic knowledge 
and skills in acting, directing, artistic criticism, script analysis, staging, character creation, vocal techniques, and 

physical movement. Students recognize the responsibilities of the producer, director, actors, designers, technicians, 

and managers through collaboration in the creation of a theatre performance.  

 

 



Visual Arts/Comprehensive   I: 50.02110    II: 50.02120    III: 50.02130    IV: 50.02400 

 
Introduces art history, art criticism, aesthetic judgment, and studio production. Emphasizes the ability to understand 

and use elements and principles of design through a variety of media, processes, and visual resources. Explores 

master artworks for historical and cultural significance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WORLD LANGUAGE  

 

 

Spanish     I: 60.07100    II: 60.07200    III: 60.07300 

 
Introduces the Spanish language; emphasizes all skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in an integrated 

way. Includes how to greet and take leave of someone, to ask and respond to basic questions, to speak and read within 

a range of carefully selected topics and to develop an understanding of Spanish-speaking cultures.  

 

 

 

Programming, Games, Apps, and Society     11.47200 

 

 

Programming, Games, Apps and Society is the third course in the Programming pathway in the Information 

Technology cluster. Students enrolled in this course should have successfully completed Introduction to 

Digital Technology and Computer Science Principles. After mastery of the standards in this course, students 

should be prepared to take the end of pathway assessment in this career area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Career Clusters: Preparing Georgia’s Students for College and Career Readiness 

 
Georgia’s 17 Career Cluster/Pathways provide a structure for organizing and delivering quality Career, 
Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE) programs. Modeled after the National Career Clusters 
configuration utilized by most of the United States, Georgia’s 17 Career Cluster/Pathways Model represents 
approximately 96 career pathways to help students navigate their way to greater success in college and 
career. As an organizing tool for curriculum design and instruction, the 17 Career Clusters provide essential 
knowledge and skills for the students’ career pathways. 
 

Georgia’s Career Clusters 

Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 

Architecture & Construction 

Arts, Audio/Video Technology & Communications 

Business Management & Administration 

Education and Training 

Energy 

Finance 

Government & Public Administration 

Health Science 

Hospitality & Tourism 

Human Services 

Information Technology 

Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security 

Manufacturing 

Marketing 

Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics 

Transportation, Distribution & Logistics 

The following pages provide information on the Career Clusters/Pathways offered in Polk School District. 

A Career Pathway is three elective units in a coherent sequence that includes rigorous content aligned with 

industry-related standards leading to college and work readiness in a focused area of student interest. 
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Career, Technical and Agricultural Education 

Career Pathways  

2021-2022 

Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Cluster                                         
 *4SBOR = Meets 4th Science Requirement for Board of Regents 

Cedartown High School 

Rockmart High School 

Plant and Landscape Systems Pathway  

• 02.47100  Basic Agricultural Science 

• 01.46100  General Horticulture and Plant Science*4SBOR 

• 01.47000  Nursery and Landscape 

Forestry/Wildlife Systems Pathway 

• 02.47100  Basic Agricultural Science 

• 03.45100  Forest Science*4SBOR   

• 03.45300  Wildlife Management  

Horticulture and Forest Science Pathway 

• 02.47100  Basic Agricultural Science 

• 03.45100  Forest Science*4SBOR   

• 01.46100  General Horticulture and Plant Science*4SBOR 

 

Plant and Floriculture Systems Pathway 

• 02.47100  Basic Agricultural Science 

• 01.46100  General Horticulture and Plant 

Science*4SBOR 

• 01.46200 Floriculture Production and Management 

Agricultural Mechanical Systems Pathway 

• 02.47100  Basic Agricultural Science 

• 01.42100  Agricultural Mechanics Technology I 

• 01.42200  Agricultural Mechanics Technology II 

Equine Science Pathway 

• 02.47100  Basic Agricultural Science 

• 02.42100  Animal Science Technology/Biotechnology*4SBOR 

• 02.42200  Equine Science  

 

Food Animal Systems Pathway  

• 02.47100  Basic Agricultural Science 

• 02.42100  Animal Science Technology/Biotechnology*4SBOR 

• 01.43200  Agricultural Animal Production and Management 

Forestry and Animal Science Diversified Agriculture Pathway 

• 02.47100  Basic Agriculture Science 

• 03.45100  Forest Science *4SBOR 

• 02.42100  Animal Science Technology/Biotechnology *4SBOR 

 

Animal/Mechanical Systems Pathway 

• 02.47100  Basic Agricultural Science 

• 01.42100  Agricultural Mechanics Technology I 

• 01.43200  Agricultural Animal Production and Management 

Forest Mechanical Systems Pathway 

• 02.47100  Basic Agricultural Science 

• 01.42100  Agricultural Mechanics Technology I 

• 03.45100  Forest Science*4SBOR  
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Architecture and Construction Cluster   

                                                                                      
Cedartown High School 

Rockmart High School 

 Carpentry Pathway 

• 46.54500  Industry Fundamentals and 

Occupational Safety 

• 46.54600  Introduction to Construction 

• 46.55000  Carpentry I 

 

Welding Pathway 

• 46.54500  Industry Fundamentals & 

Occupational Safety 

• 48.58100  Introduction to Metals 

• 48.55100  Welding I 

 

Arts, A/V Technology and Communications 

 
Cedartown High School 

Rockmart High School 

Graphic Design 

• 48.56100 Introduction to Graphic Design 

• 48.56200 Graphic Design and Production 

• 48.52800 Advanced Graphic Design 

 

Health Science Cluster 

 
**Students that successfully complete Essentials of Healthcare will also receive credit for Human Anatomy and Physiology. 
*4SBOR = Meets 4th Science Requirement for Board of Regents 

Cedartown High School 

Rockmart High School 

Therapeutic Services-Patient Care 

Pathway 

• 25.52100  Introduction to Healthcare 

Science 

• 25.44000  Essentials of 

Healthcare*4SBOR 

• 25.43600  Patient Care Fundamentals 

Health information Management- 

Medical Office Assistant 

• 25.52100  Introduction to Healthcare 

Science 

• 25.44000  Essentials of Healthcare 

*4SBOR 

• 25.49700  Health Information 

Management-Medical Office 

Therapeutic Services-Dental Science Pathway 

• 25.52100  Introduction to Healthcare 

Science 

• 25.48800  Essentials of Healthcare 

• 25.48900  Dental Science II 

 Sports Medicine 

• 25.52100  Introduction to Healthcare 

Science 

• 25.44000  Essentials of Healthcare 

*4SBOR 

• 25.44600 Sports Medicine*4SBOR 

 

Emergency Medical Responder 

• 25.52100  Introduction to Healthcare Science 

• 25.44000  Essentials of Healthcare *4SBOR 

• 25.45000 Emergency Medical Responder 

Diagnostic/Phlebotomy Pathway 

• 25.52100  Introduction to Healthcare 

Science 

•      25.44000  Essentials of Healthcare *4SBOR 

• 25.57400  Diagnostics Phlebotomy 
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Law, Public Safety, Corrections and Security Cluster 

 

 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Cluster 
 

 

 

Transportation, Distribution and Logistics Cluster  

 

           

 

Human Services 

 
Rockmart High School 

Cedartown High School 

Personal Care Services-Cosmetology 

• 12.54400  Introduction to Personal Care Services 

• 12.41000  Cosmetology Services II 

• 12.41100  Cosmetology Services III 

 

Cedartown High School 

Rockmart High School 

Law Enforcement Services/Criminal Investigations Pathway 

• 43.45000  Introduction to Law, Public Safety, Corrections and Security 

• 43.45100  Criminal Justice Essentials 

• 43.45300  Criminal Investigations 

 

Rockmart High School 

Cedartown High School 

Engineering and Technology Pathway 

• 21.42500  Foundations of Engineering and Technology 

• 21.47100  Engineering Concepts 

• 21.47200  Engineering Applications 

• 21.44500  Robotics and Automated Systems 

 

Rockmart High School 

Cedartown High School 

General Automotive Technologies Pathway 

• 47.45000 Automotive Technologies 1 

• 47.45100 Automotive Technologies 2 

• 47.45200 Automotive Technologies 3 
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 Interior Design 

• 20.44100  Fundamentals of Interiors and Fashion 

• 20.44500  Applied Design 

• 20.44700  Interior and Fashion Design 

 

 

Information Technology 

 
Cedartown High School 

Rockmart High School 

Programming 

• 11.41500  Introduction to Digital Technology 

• 11.47100  Computer Science Principles*4SBOR 

• 11.47200  Programming, Games, Apps & Society*4SBOR  

 

 

 

Middle School CTAE Courses 

 
Cedartown Middle School Career Development 

• 32.02100  Career Discovery Grade 6 

• 32.02200  Career Awareness Grade 7 

• 32.02300  Career Management Grade 8 

 

Business and Computer Science 

• 07.08300  Business & Computer Science Grade 6 

• 07.08400  Business & Computer Science  Grade 7 

• 07.08500  Business & Computer Science  Grade 8 

Government and Public Safety 

• 43.04100 Exploring Public Safety and Government Education Grade 6 

• 43.04200 Exploring Public Safety and Government Education Grade 7 

• 43.04300 Exploring Public Safety and Government Education Grade 8 

Financial Literacy  

• 27.0217001 Financial Literacy Grade 6 

• 27.0227001 Financial Literacy Grade 7 

• 27.0237001 Financial Literacy Grade 8 

Healthcare Science 

• 25.03300 Healthcare Diagnostics and Support Services (Grade 6) 

• 25.03400 Healthcare IT and Biotechnology (Grade 7)  

• 25.03500 Therapeutic Services and Applied Anatomy (Grade 8) 

 

Agriculture 

• 02.01200 Exploring Agriculture Grade 6 

• 02.01300 Exploring Agriculture Grade 7 

• 02.01400 Exploring Agriculture Grade 8 

Rockmart Middle School Government and Public Safety 

• 43.04100 Exploring Public Safety and Government Education Grade 6 

• 43.04200 Exploring Public Safety and Government Education Grade 7 

• 43.04300 Exploring Public Safety and Government Education Grade 8 

Agriculture 

• 02.01200 Exploring Agriculture Grade 6 

• 02.01300 Exploring Agriculture Grade 7 

• 02.01400 Exploring Agriculture Grade 8 
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Business and Computer Science 

• 07.08300  Business & Computer Science Grade 6 

• 07.08400  Business & Computer Science  Grade 7 

• 07.08500  Business & Computer Science  Grade 8 

  

 


	Course Guide for
	Polk School District
	2021-2022
	Grades 9-12
	GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
	Successful preparation for both postsecondary education and employment requires learning the same rigorous English and mathematics content and skills. No longer do students planning to go to work after high school need a different and less rigorous cu...
	Requirements in the new graduation rule are aligned with the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) for ELA and math, and the Georgia Performance Standards for science and social studies. Electives provide multiple opportunities for students to continu...
	Polk School District
	Graduation Requirements
	For all Students who Entered Ninth Grade
	Incoming 2009-2010 Ninth Grade Students and Subsequent Years
	Areas of Study       Units Required
	English/Language Arts       4
	Mathematics        4
	Science         4
	Social Studies        3*
	CTAE and/or Modern Language and/or Fine Arts    3
	and/or Advanced Academic Pathway – three (3) in one Pathway
	(two (2) Modern Language courses are required for most college admissions)
	(four (4) content classes plus world language classes plus AP or IB plus
	1 post-secondary course in the content area for Advance Academic
	Pathway)
	Health and Physical Education      1
	Electives        4
	Total Units (minimum)       23
	*Whereas, the minimum requirement for Social Studies is three units of credit, Polk School District students will earn four units of credit. The minimum requirement is set for transfer students that have only earned the minimum ½ credit required in Am...
	PARTICIPATION IN GRADUATION EXERCISES

	Students must be eligible for one of the Secondary School Credentials in order to participate in a high school’s graduation exercises. Secondary School Credentials are:
	(1). The High School Diploma—the document awarded to students certifying that they have satisfied attendance requirements, unit requirements, and the state assessment requirements as referenced in Rule 16-3-1-.07.
	(2). The Special Education (Program of Study) Diploma—the document awarded to students with disabilities assigned to a special education program who have not met the state assessment requirements referenced in Rule 160-3-1-.07 or who have not comple...
	IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS
	Advanced Academic Pathway: An Advanced Academic Pathway may be earned in any of these four content areas: ELA, mathematics, science and/or social studies. A student has completed an Advanced Academic Pathway in ELA, mathematics, science, or social stu...
	Career Pathway: Three elective units in a coherent sequence that includes rigorous content aligned with industry-related standards leading to college and work readiness in a focused area of student interest.
	Carnegie Unit: Our high school classes are set up on a year-long schedule earning a ½ unit of credit each semester for one full unit of credit at the end of the year. A student earns one unit of credit per class if he/she has a passing grade (70 or ab...
	Core Courses/Required Courses: Courses from English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, CTAE, Fine Art, Advanced Academic and Modern Language Pathway, and state required Health and Physical Education.
	CTAE: Georgia Career, Technical, and Agricultural Education—or CTAE— provides students with the high-quality education necessary to prepare for career opportunities in the Georgia economy. CTAE merges technologies and evolving employer expectations to...
	CTSO: Career-Technical Student Organization
	Elective Courses: Courses that a student may select beyond the core requirements to fulfill the total Carnegie unit requirements for graduation.
	End-of-Pathway Assessment: A comprehensive assessment of knowledge and skills learned during enrollment in a career pathway. Students who have completed a CTAE career pathway (or who are taking the third/final course in the career pathway) will take t...
	Final Exams: A comprehensive assessment of knowledge and skills learned during the enrollment in non-EOC academic and elective classes. This assessment will count as 20% of the students' final grade. Students are not allowed to re-test a final exam.
	GAFutures.org: www.GAFutures.org is an online, interactive tool that helps students make choices about careers, colleges, technical schools, and financial aid. It is a resource to help students and their families select a college, apply for admission,...
	Georgia Milestones: (GMAP) are mandated for Algebra I, American Literature/Composition, Biology, and U.S. History. To earn credit for the course, the student’s final grade must be an average of 70 or higher with the EOC counting 20%. If students do no...
	Grading Period: The grading period is for the entire year, earning a ½ unit of credit each semester for one full unit of credit. The student’s progress in each class will be reported every four and a half weeks (4.5) weeks through progress reports.
	Graduation Ceremonies: Ceremony in which graduating seniors receive diplomas. This ceremony occurs at the end of each school year. All fines and fees must be paid in order to participate in these ceremonies.
	High School Diploma: Document awarded to students certifying that they have satisfied requirements of attendance, Carnegie units, and testing as specified by the State of Georgia and local Board of Education, including the specified Georgia Milestones...
	HOPE Scholarship: A unique scholarship opportunity for Georgia high school students. Because the State continues to toughen the standards and requirements for obtaining this scholarship, parents and students should check Georgia Student Finance Commis...
	Prerequisite Courses: Courses that must be passed in order to enroll in the next or subsequent course in a subject area. Courses with prerequisites are noted in the curriculum guide.
	PowerSchool: The student information system used by Polk School District for record maintenance. With passwords, parents can access certain areas of this program to view student grades, attendance and behavior records.
	Transcript: A written record of a student’s academic progress toward a diploma. Please allow for a 48-hour turn around after the written request has been submitted.
	Special Programs
	Advanced Academic Awards
	The Advanced Academic Awards are given to seniors who score a 1200 on the SAT or a 26 on the ACT and have taken 70% of their core academics in honors classes.
	Advanced Placement (AP)
	The AP Program is a cooperative educational endeavor between secondary schools and colleges and universities. The Program provides motivated high school students with the opportunity to take college-level courses in a high school setting. Students who...
	Articulated Credit
	Articulated credit refers to credit that students are awarded by both the high school and the post-secondary institution when they have successfully completed identified academic and career related courses leading to a diploma, certificate or degree. ...
	Credit Recovery
	Credit Recovery is designed to offer students an opportunity to recover credit lost due to course failure.  Credit Recovery is by no means a vehicle to gain credit by bypassing the regular class work and requirements. Credit is recovered through compl...
	Dual Enrollment
	The Dual Enrollment program allows high school students to earn college credit while working on their high school diploma. A reward for the rigor of these courses is five (5) points being added to the final grade which shall not exceed the numerical g...
	Governor’s Honors
	The Governor's Honors Program is a six-week summer instructional program designed to provide intellectually gifted and artistically talented high school students challenging and enriching educational opportunities not usually available during the regu...
	Honors Courses
	Honors courses are encouraged as a means of promoting superior capacity and achievement. Also, they enrich the education of the motivated student by providing learning experiences, which supplement basic programs. Students are recommended for these cl...
	Honor Graduates
	Honor graduates are graduating seniors who have at least an 89.5 cumulative average, and satisfy all graduation requirements. Late May will be the cut-off date for determining who is classified as an Honor Graduate.
	STAR Student
	Each year a top academic senior in each participating Georgia high school is named the STAR student for their respective high school. To obtain the STAR nomination, students must have the highest score on one national test date on the new Scholastic A...
	Top Five Distinction
	At the end of the year, the graduating class ranking is looked at to determine the top five students of each high school’s students. Students that have taken seventy percent of their core academics in honors courses and are ranked first through fifth ...
	Valedictorian/Salutatorian
	For those students at the top of the ranking list, their GPAs will be calculated using only specific core academic classes (all classes which the state counts as a core academic class). Four (4) specific grades in each academic core area (including tw...
	Virtual School
	The Georgia Virtual School Program offers online courses for students state-wide. Students can take an entire course from any Internet-connected computer, available 24 hours a day; seven days a week. Over 75 courses are offered during the fall, winter...
	Youth Apprenticeship
	Youth apprenticeship is a learning system that prepares students for work by giving them a combination of classroom instruction and paid on-the-job training. In this education model, students obtain a set of well-defined occupational abilities by lear...
	Work-based Learning:
	Work-based Learning programs are a vital component of students’ academic and career development. Preparing students for work integrates academic and occupational curriculum for a strong connection between school and work. Thus, work-based learning pro...
	Work-based Learning experiences expose students to various careers that can engage them in school to positively impact their future educational and career development. Such experiences emphasize that graduation and future educational pursuits are not ...
	HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES AND GRADING
	The school year is divided into two (2) semesters. Each class is a year-long course, earning a ½ unit of credit each semester for one full unit of credit. (Dual Enrollment courses are subject to an alternate schedule.)
	On average a student takes seven (7) classes each year. A student can earn seven (7) units of credit per year if all classes are passed.
	A student takes four (4) core courses including one in each area of English, Math, Science, and Social Studies each year. Other classes are taken to meet the specific graduation requirements.
	Four and a half (4.5) week progress grades are provided, and final grades and credits are earned at the end of each year, earning a ½ unit of credit each semester for one full unit of credit.
	The overall grade for the course, along with attendance requirements, determines whether or not credit is awarded. A final grade of ‘70’ or better is required for passing and earning credit for a course. The highest possible final grade for any cours...
	If a student fails any required course, the student must do credit recovery or repeat the class until it is passed. A failing grade remains on the academic record and is included in the student’s overall Grade Point Average (GPA), unless a student co...
	Individual teachers will provide a course syllabus with an outline of the course, classroom expectations, and a grading plan.
	Georgia Milestones: (EOC) are mandated for Algebra I, American Literature/ Composition, Biology, and U.S. History. To earn credit for the course, the student’s final grade must be an average of 70 or higher with the EOC counting 20%. If students do n...
	All final exams, in all subject areas will count as 20% of the course grade Grading Policy IHA
	ELIGIBILITY
	Eligibility refers to a student’s good standing so that he/she may participate in high school athletics and other competitive activities, such as cheerleading and dramatic acting. Eligibility rules are governed by the Georgia High School Association (...
	Anyone who has academic deficiencies at the end of a semester and needs to make up work is allowed to do so provided that make-up work for each semester is completed ten (10) school days after the close of each semester.
	According to GHSA rules, students must reside in the local school’s attendance area as established by the Board of Education. Students attending a school outside their home school’s attendance zone must sit out for one year before becoming eligible.
	NCAA Division I & II Eligibility Requirements:
	Division I: 2013 and Later
	If you enroll in a Division I college in 2013 or later and want to participate in athletics or receive and athletics scholarship during your first year, you must:
	Graduate from high school;
	Complete these 16 core courses;
	Four (4) years of English
	Three (3) years of math (Algebra I or higher)
	Two (2) years of natural/physical science (including one (1) year of lab science if offered by you high school)
	One (1) extra year of English, math, or natural/ physical science
	Two (2) years of social science
	Four (4) years of extra core courses (from any category above, or foreign language, or comparative religion/philosophy);
	Earn a minimum required grade-point average as indicated on the sliding scale from NCAA in your NCAA core courses; and
	Earn a combined SAT or ACT sum score that matches your core-course grade-point average and test score sliding scales from NCAA.
	If you enroll in a Division II college in 2013 or later and want to participate in athletics or receive and athletics scholarship during your first year, you must:
	 Graduate from high school;
	Complete these 16 core courses;
	Three (3) years of English
	Two (2) years of math (Algebra I or higher)
	Two (2) years of natural/physical science (including one (1) year of lab science if offered by you high school)
	Three (3) extra year of English, math, or natural/ physical science
	Two (2) years of social science
	Four (4) years of extra core courses (from any category above, or foreign language, or comparative religion/philosophy);
	Earn a minimum required 2.00 grade-point average; and
	Earn a minimum SAT score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68.
	COVID 19 Update from NCAA (2021-2022) Students who initially enroll full time in a collegiate institution during 2021-22 will receive an automatic initial-eligibility waiver in the academic certification process that provides the highest level of reli...
	ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS
	English courses emphasize all areas of language arts. English/Language Arts skills, including reading, writing, speaking, and vocabulary development, are foundations to success in high school. All students are required to complete four (4) units of En...
	Georgia Milestones:
	Students enrolled in American Literature/Composition are required to take a Georgia Milestones Test for that course.  The score will count 20% of the final course grade.
	(Four (4) units required)
	ENGLISH /LANGUAGE ARTS
	COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
	9th Grade Literature/Composition      23.06100
	This course is a survey of world literature, with emphasis placed on the following genres: short stories, novels, drama, poetry, epic, and non-fiction. Students also study grammar through writing to improve their writing skills and their understanding...
	9th Grade Literature/Composition, Honors                 23.26100 # gifted
	23.06100 # reg./adv.
	This course is a survey of world literature, with emphasis placed on the following genres: short stories, novels, drama, poetry, epic, and non-fiction. Students also study grammar through writing to improve their writing skills and their understanding...
	World Literature        23.16300
	10th Grade Literature/Composition      23.06200
	This course is a survey of world literature, with emphasis placed on the following genres: short stories, novels, drama, poetry, and non-fiction. Students also study grammar through writing to improve their writing skills and their understanding of se...
	10th Grade Literature/Composition, Honors     23.26200 # gifted
	23.06200 # reg./adv.
	This course is a study of world literature that includes literary analysis and in-depth discussion. The study of grammar is included as it relates to the writing process, and vocabulary will focus on preparation for the verbal SAT. The objectives for ...
	American Literature/Composition      23.05100
	This course is an overview of American literature. Major compositions will allow a student to demonstrate his/her understanding of the literature studied. Students will review grammar within each unit in order to improve composition writing. Vocabular...
	NOTE: Students enrolled in American Literature are required to take the state-mandated Georgia Milestones for this course.
	British Literature/Composition      23.05200
	This course is an overview of English literature from the Anglo-Saxon times to the present. Major compositions will allow a student to demonstrate his/her understanding of the literature studied. Students will review grammar as needed in order to impr...
	Advanced Placement (AP) Literature/Composition    23.06500
	AP Literature and Composition is a challenging and demanding course consisting of an intense analysis of literary works or prose fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry. The student analyzes literary works and writes about them thus demonstrating compe...
	Advanced Placement (AP) Language/Composition    23.05300
	AP Language and Composition conforms to the College Board recommendations for the Advanced Placement Language and Composition Examination. It emphasizes critical thinking, reading, and writing through the study and discussion of expository, analytical...
	English ESOL I & II                              I: 23.09100   II: 23.09200
	ESOL I focuses on interpersonal communications, school and survival skills, through short responses within structured contexts and participation in simple conversations. It focuses on fundamental skills, such as basic grammar and vocabulary, in all fo...
	MATHEMATICS
	As students begin their high school careers, they should carefully select their mathematics courses. This decision should consider their past performance in mathematics courses and their future goals, which could be greatly influenced by the math cour...
	Georgia Milestones:
	Students enrolled in certain courses will be required to take a Georgia Milestones Test as mandated by the state.  This testing will impact students enrolled in Algebra I. The score will count 20% of the final course grade.
	Math Sequence for Students entering Ninth Grade in 2015-2016 and
	Subsequent Years
	(Four (4) units required)
	MATHEMATICS
	COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
	GSE Algebra I         27.29900 # gifted
	27.09900 # reg./adv.
	The fundamental purpose of Algebra is to formalize and extend the mathematics students learned in the middle grades. The critical areas, organized into units, deepen and extend understanding of linear relationships, in part by contrasting them with ex...
	NOTE: Students enrolled in GSE Algebra I are required to take the state-mandated Georgia Milestones for this course.
	GSE Foundations of Algebra       27.14810
	The fundamental purpose of the Foundations of Algebra is a first year course option for students who have completed mathematics in grades six through eight (6-8) yet will need substantial support to bolster success in high school mathematics. The cour...
	GSE Geometry         27.29910 # gifted            27.09910 # reg./adv.
	The focus of Geometry on the coordinate plane is organized into six (6) critical areas. Transformations on the coordinate plane provide opportunities for the formal study of congruence and similarity. The study of similarity leads to an understanding ...
	GSE Algebra II        27.29920 # gifted
	27.09920 # reg./adv.
	It is in Advanced Algebra that students pull together and apply the accumulation of learning that they have from their previous courses, with content grouped into six critical areas, organized into units. They apply methods from probability and statis...
	GSE Pre-Calculus        27.29740 # gifted
	27.09740 # reg./adv.
	The purpose of Pre-Calculus is to focus on standards preparing students for a more intense study of mathematics.  The critical areas organized in eight (8) units delve deeper into content from previous courses. The study of circles and parabolas is ex...
	Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus      27.27200 # gifted
	27.07200 # reg./adv.
	AP Calculus follows the College Board syllabus for the Advanced Placement Calculus Examination.  This course includes properties of functions and graphs, limits and continuity, and differential and integral calculus.
	Advanced Mathematical Decision Making     27.08500
	This is a course designed to follow the completion of Mathematics III or Accelerated Mathematics II. The course will give students further experiences with statistical information and summaries, methods of designing and conducting statistical studies,...
	Technical College Readiness Mathematics     27.09710
	SCIENCE
	Science courses should be carefully selected to provide the best preparation for either future college courses or technical school courses. In an ever-changing society that is becoming technologically based, more and more careers depend upon a strong ...
	Georgia Milestones:
	Students enrolled in Biology or Honors Biology will be required to take a Georgia Milestones Test as mandated by the state. This testing will impact ninth grade students taking either of these courses. The score will count 20% of the final course grade.
	Science Sequence for Students entering Ninth Grade in 2015-2016 and
	Subsequent Years
	(Four (4) units required)
	SCIENCE
	COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
	Physical Science        40.01100
	40.21100 # reg./adv.
	Physical Science is defined as the study of matter and energy. This course is designed to introduce students to the basic concepts of Chemistry and Physics. The following Chemistry concepts will be covered: states of matter, chemical reactions, chemic...
	Biology          26.01200
	Biology is an in-depth course in biological principles that influence the lives of all living organisms. Students will first study general scientific and laboratory approaches to any lab based science course using the scientific method, metric system,...
	NOTE: Students enrolled in Biology are required to take the state-mandated Georgia Milestones Test for this course.
	Biology, Honors           26.21200 # gifted            26.01200 # reg./adv.
	Biology, Honors           26.21200 # gifted            26.01200 # reg./adv.
	Biology is an in-depth course into biological principles that influence the lives of all living organisms. Students will first study general scientific and laboratory approaches to any lab based science course using the scientific method, metric syste...
	NOTE: Students enrolled in Honors Biology are required to take the state-mandated Georgia Milestones Test for this course.
	Advanced Placement (AP) Biology      26.21400 # gifted
	26.01400 # reg./adv.
	The AP Biology course conforms to the College Board topics for the Advanced Placement Biology Examination.  There are four main ideas, which all coursework (both content and labs) will fall under:
	Diversity & Unity of Life
	How Organisms Use Energy to Grow, Reproduce, & Maintain Homeostasis
	How Organisms Receive, Send, & Integrate Information for Essential Life Processes
	Interactions Between Organisms & Populations
	Chemistry         40.05100
	Chemistry is an introduction to basic chemical principles with a strong laboratory component. This course is essential for students considering college level work in any scientific or technical field. Topics included in this course include chemical re...
	Chemistry, Honors        40.25100 # for gifted
	40.05100 # for reg./adv.
	Chemistry is an introduction to basic chemical principles with a strong laboratory component. This course is essential for students considering college level work in any scientific or technical field. Topics included in this course include chemical re...
	Human Anatomy and Physiology      26.07300
	Human Anatomy and Physiology covers science process skills and laboratory safety, body organization, chemistry of life, cells and tissues, homeostasis, skeletal system, muscular system, nervous system, endocrine system, circulatory system, respiratory...
	Physics          40.08100
	Physics continues student investigations of the physical sciences from earlier courses and provides students the necessary skills to be proficient in physics. This course includes more abstract concepts such as interactions of matter and energy, veloc...
	Honors Physics        40.28100 # for gifted
	40.08100 # for reg./adv.
	Physics continues student investigations of the physical sciences from earlier courses and provides students the necessary skills to be proficient in physics. This course includes more abstract concepts such as interactions of matter and energy, veloc...
	Fourth Science Options
	Earth Systems         40.06400
	Earth Systems Science is designed to continue student investigations that began in K-8 Earth Science and Life Science curricula and investigate the connections among Earth’s systems through Earth history. This course develops the explanations of pheno...
	The course is designed for high school students to strategize, design, and develop games and mobile and desktop applications that can be produced in the real world. Students will learn about life-cycles of project development and use models to develop...
	SOCIAL STUDIES
	Social Studies classes are offered to give students knowledge that will help them be productive citizens in American society.  Social studies classes give students an opportunity to explore the history, not only of our country, but also of the world a...
	Georgia Milestones:
	During their high school career, students enrolled in United States History will be required to take Georgia Milestones Test as mandated by the state. The score will count 20% of the final course grade.
	(Four (4) units required)
	SOCIAL STUDIES
	COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
	American Government/Civics       45.05700
	This course is an in-depth study of the American political system. This course focuses on the foundation, principles and structure of the American system of government, examines the role of political parties, social factors as they relate to the role ...
	American Government/Civics, Honors     45.25700 # gifted
	45.05700 # reg./adv.
	This course is an in-depth study of the American political system. This course focuses on the foundation, principles and structure of the American system of government, examines the role of political parties, social factors as they relate to the role ...
	World History         45.08300 # reg.
	45.28300 # gifted
	World History is a study of the development of man and the society through history, beginning with the earliest known humans to present day. Emphasis is placed on the major contribution of each region of the world and how these have helped to shape th...
	World Geography        45.07110
	World Geography, Honors       45.07110 # reg.
	45.27110 # gifted
	U.S. History         45.08100
	This course is a study of how the Unites States developed into the country that it is today politically, economically and socially. This course begins with the earliest exploration and settlement of North America and continues with the overview thorou...
	NOTE: Students enrolled in U.S. History are required to take the state-mandated Georgia Milestones test.
	AP U.S. History        45.28200 # gifted
	45.08200 # reg./adv.
	AP U.S. History is an in-depth study of the history of the United States. Emphasis is placed on the development of the government of the United States and its Constitution to its role as a world leader in economics and military and a leader for democr...
	Economics         45.06100
	This course is designed to explain fundamental microeconomic concepts such as scarcity, opportunity cost, the Federal Reserve System, as well as macroeconomic concepts such as national income, price determination, and international finance. This is a ...
	AP Macroeconomics        45.26200 # gifted
	45.06200 # reg./adv.
	The purpose of this course is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole. Such a course places particular emphasis on the study of national income and price determination, and a...
	Personal Financial Literacy       45.06700
	PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH
	HEALTH
	Health          17.01100
	One semester of Health a graduation requirement for all students. Most of our students take this class in the ninth grade since it also provides the instruction for the Drug and Alcohol Awareness Program (ADAP) required for obtaining a driver’s licens...
	PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	Note:  Students are required to dress out in all Physical Education classes.
	General Physical Education    I: 36.01100    II: 36.01200    III: 36.01300    IV: 36.01400
	This course provides instruction in methods to attain a healthy level of physical fitness by covering how to develop a lifetime fitness program based on assessment, and it stresses strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, body composition, and cardi...
	Personal Fitness        36.05100
	This one semester course is a graduation requirement for all students. The course provides instruction in methods to attain a healthy level of physical fitness by covering how to develop a lifetime fitness program based on assessment, and it stresses ...
	Physical Conditioning (Year One)      36.05200
	This course provides opportunities to participate in a variety of activities to enhance flexibility, muscular strength and endurance, cardiovascular endurance and body composition. It includes fitness concepts for the development of healthy lifetime h...
	Weight Training (Year Two)      36.05400
	This course is designed to instruct students in different methods of weight training and cardiovascular fitness. The student will be taught the proper techniques for lifting, safety precautions to be used, and the muscle groups that will be developed.
	Body Sculpting (Year Three)      36.05600
	This course provides methods to redefine body shape through specific exercises. Students will be taught weight training, conditioning exercises and proper nutrition to improve muscle tone, muscle definition, posture, bodily proportions, overall condit...
	Advanced Body Sculpting (Year Four)     36.06600
	This course provides additional opportunities to redefine body shape through specific exercises. It covers weight training, conditioning exercises and proper nutrition to improve muscle tone, muscle definition, posture, bodily proportions, and overall...
	Adaptive Physical Education   I: 36.07100    II: 36.07200    III: 36.07300    IV: 36.07400
	These courses provide opportunities for students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPS) and in lieu of general physical education courses. The courses focus on any combination or variety of team sports, lifetime sports, individual sports or oth...
	Advanced Physical Conditioning: Yoga     36.06200
	The following pages provide information on the Career Clusters/Pathways offered in Polk School District. A Career Pathway is three elective units in a coherent sequence that includes rigorous content aligned with industry-related standards leading to ...

